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The third thing, I think, is that a country
with 1.2 billion people and the third largest
economy in the world, conscious of all the
cross currents of change in the difficulties
it is facing, is going to have, inevitably, an
reluctance to take steps which are right if
it looks like every step that is taken, is taken
under the pressure of the United States,
some outside power making them do it.

And the fourth thing I would say is that
this was something, a step we took not in
cooperation with the international commu-
nity. No other nation agreed with us. So it
wasn’t like there was a big multinational coa-
lition; it’s not like sanctions on Iraq, for ex-
ample.

Now, I think of the most important things
is the third point I made. Every one of you
should put yourselves in that position. Would
you move forward if you thought no matter
what you did and how good it was every time
you did it, it would be interpreted that you
were doing because someone from outside
your country were pressuring you to do it?

But I don’t want to minimize the fact that
there are still serious rights problems there.
We are going to continue to work on them,
but I believe doing this in the context of our
national security interests, our economic in-
terests, and the opening of China, both eco-
nomically and in many other ways, and being
able to have an explicit and open human
rights agenda not hobbled by timetables
which may be artificial, is the right way to
go. I predict that it will be successful, more
successful on human rights than the alter-
native would have been, and it is my judg-
ment—I am absolutely convinced that’s the
right thing, that it’s in the interest of the
United States, and I have done it for that
reason.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 58th news conference
began at 5:10 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the
White House.

Executive Order 12918—Prohibiting
Certain Transactions With Respect
to Rwanda and Delegating Authority
With Respect to Other United
Nations Arms Embargoes

May 26, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
5 of the United Nations Participation Act of
1945, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c), the Ex-
port Administration Act of 1979, as amended
(50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.), the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.),
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and in view of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 918 of May 17, 1994, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Arms Embargo. The following
activities are prohibited, notwithstanding the
existence of any rights or obligations con-
ferred or imposed by any international agree-
ment or any contract entered into or any li-
cense or permit granted before the effective
date of this order, except to the extent pro-
vided in regulations, orders, directives, or li-
censes that may hereafter be issued pursuant
to this order: (a) The sale or supply to Rwan-
da from the territory of the United States
by any person, or by any United States per-
son in any foreign country or other location,
or using any U.S.-registered vessel or aircraft,
of arms and related materiel of all types, in-
cluding weapons and ammunition, military
vehicles and equipment, paramilitary police
equipment, and spare parts for the afore-
mentioned, irrespective of origin. This prohi-
bition does not apply to activities related to
the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Rwanda or the United Nations Observer
Mission Uganda-Rwanda or other entities
permitted to have such items by the United
Nations Security Council; and

(b) Any willful evasion or attempt to violate
or evade any of the prohibitions set forth in
this order, by any person.
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Sec. 2. Definitions. For purposes of this
order, the term: (a) ‘‘Person’’ means a natural
person as well as a corporation, business asso-
ciation, partnership, society, trust, or any
other entity, organization or group, including
governmental entities; and

(b) ‘‘United States person’’ means any citi-
zen or national of the United States, any law-
ful permanent resident of the United States,
or any corporation, business association, part-
nership, society, trust, or any other entity,
organization or group, including govern-
mental entities, organized under the laws of
the United States (including foreign
branches).

Sec. 3. Responsibilities. The functions and
responsibilities for the enforcement of the
foregoing prohibitions are delegated as fol-
lows: (a) The Secretary of State is hereby au-
thorized to take such actions, including the
promulgation of rules and regulations, and
to employ all powers granted to the President
by section 5 of the United Nations Participa-
tion Act and other authorities available to the
Secretary of State, as may be necessary to
carry out the purpose of this order, relating
to arms and related materiel of a type enu-
merated on the United States Munitions List
(22 C.F.R. Part 121). The Secretary of State
may redelegate any of these functions to
other officers and agencies of the United
States Government; and

(b) The Secretary of Commerce, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, is here-
by authorized to take such actions, including
the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the
President by section 5 of the United Nations
Participation Act and other authorities avail-
able to the Secretary of Commerce, as may
be necessary to carry out the purpose of this
order, relating to arms and related materiel
identified in the Export Administration Reg-
ulations (15 C.F.R. Parts 730–799). The Sec-
retary of Commerce may redelegate any of
these functions to other officers and agencies
of the United States Government.

Sec. 4. Authorization. All agencies of the
United States Government are hereby di-
rected to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to carry out the provisions
of this order, including suspension or termi-

nation of licenses or other authorizations in
effect as of the date of this order.

Sec. 5. Delegation of Authority. The Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Com-
merce in consultation with the Secretary of
State are hereby authorized to promulgate
rules and regulations, and to employ all pow-
ers granted to the President by section 5 of
the United Nations Participation Act and not
otherwise delegated by Executive order, as
may be necessary to carry out the purpose
of implementing any other arms embargo
mandated by resolution of the United Na-
tions Security Council, consistent with the al-
location of functions delegated under section
3 of this order. The Secretary of State or the
Secretary of Commerce may redelegate any
of these functions to other officers and agen-
cies of the United States Government.

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. Nothing con-
tained in this order shall create any right or
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able by any party against the United States,
its agencies or instrumentalities, its officers
or employees, or any other person.

Sec. 7. Effective Date. This order shall
take effect at 11:59 p.m. eastern daylight
time on May 26, 1994.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 26, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:06 a.m., May 27, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on May 31.

Statement on the Death of Timothy
West
May 26, 1994

Hillary and I were heartbroken when we
learned that Timothy West, the 4-year-old
boy with leukemia who hugged me so close
when I visited him, died this morning in
Houston. This precious boy carried the bur-
dens of his illness with courage and a sense
of warmth that touched me deeply. Our pray-
ers are with Timothy’s parents, Chris and
Lisa West, and we especially want to thank
the doctors, nurses, and staff of the M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center for pouring so
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